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Purpose of Report To brief Members on the current Welsh Government 
Consultation relating to Allotments and Permitted Development 
Rights and seek agreement to respond to the consultation as per 
the enclosed recommendation.

Single Integrated 
Assessment

The consultation document has been subject to scrutiny as part of 
Welsh Government processes.  No further assessment has been 
made by Officers of the Authority.

List of  Enclosures Enclosure 1 – Proposed Consultation response to the Welsh 
Government Permitted Development and Allotments consultation. 

Public Interest Test
N/A

Recommendation(s) a) Members endorse the submission of the document at 
Enclosure 1 to the Welsh Government as the 
Authority’s response to the Permitted Development 
and Allotments consultation.

1.1 Introduction or Background

National Park Authority response to Welsh Government Consultation Document 
Permitted Development and Allotments (WG38799)

Summary of Consultation

The Welsh Government have issued a consultation document regarding a proposed change to the Town 
and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) Order 1995.  Consultation documentation is 
available here https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/consultations/2019-11/consultation-permitted-
development-and-allotments.pdf.  The consultation proposed changes to the permitted development 
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order enabling the prior approval of certain building types (sheds, glasshouses etc) on allotments, and 
half size allotments.  The proposed changes would mean that planning permission would no longer be 
necessary for a range of structures on allotment plots that currently require planning permission.

1.2 Proposals

Structures such as sheds and glasshouses are commonly cited on allotments. Sheds are necessary for the 
storage of tools used in association with the working of the allotment and provide shelter from the 
elements, whilst glasshouses play a significant role in ensuring the optimum conditions necessary for 
productive growth.   At present these structures require planning permission.  

The consultation document proposed to introduce amendments to the GPDO for development on land 
in use as an allotment.  It is proposed to permit the erection of a shed and a glasshouse on each plot, 
subject to conditions limiting their size.  To prevent the density of development increasing to 
unacceptable levels, it is proposed to limit the number of sheds and glasshouses to one per 125 square 
meters (approximately half a plot)

The consultation asks for responses to the following questions:

Q1. Do you agree permitted development rights should be introduced for development on an 
allotment? 
Q2. Do you agree permitted development rights for allotments should include the erection of 
both a shed and a glasshouse on a single plot? 
Q3. If yes to Q2, do you agree the maximum dimensions of a shed or glasshouse permitted by 
the GPDO should be no greater than 2.5m (depth) x 2.1m (width) x 2.2m (height) (i.e. a 
standard domestic 8 x6 garden shed or glasshouse)? 
Q4. In order to manage visual impact and protect the growing space, do you agree the number 
of sheds and glasshouses should be restricted to one of each per half plot (125 square metres)? 
Q5. Do you agree a half plot should be defined as measuring no greater than 125 square 
metres?  

1.3 Implications

Allotments – ensuring appropriate and inclusive locations

The ability for allotment holders to improve the functioning of allotments is welcomed.  Allotments can 
play an important role in community cohesion by enabling contact between different people of differing 
backgrounds, imparting of generational knowledge in respect of growing food, improve health and 
wellbeing and reduce greenhouse gases as food is grown locally and without the need for transportation 
and, often, are less expensive than purchasing the goods from a shop. However, there is the potential 
for unrestricted development of structures to have significant in combination impact on the special 
qualities of the National Park.  As such Officers are proposing a detailed response to the consultation is 
made to Welsh Government a draft of which is set out at Enclosure 1.  The proposed response sets out 
the following cautions to a change in Permitted Development Rights.

 Location 



It is considered essential that allotments are appropriately located in the first instance.  By appropriately 
located, Officers are advocating for the restriction of allotments to settlement or edge of settlement 
locations.  Allotments should not be permitted in areas of open countryside unless special justification is 
provided.  It is considered that allotments away from settlement locations should not benefit from 
permitted development rights for the construction of a shed/glasshouse. 

Further to this, Officers consider it essential that the use class of an allotment is clearly defined as being 
separate from agriculture.  Appropriately located and defined allotments would then have the benefit of 
permitted development rights.

1.4 Risk

Officers are of the opinion that responding to this consultation is necessary to ensure that National Park 
purposes and duty are taken into consideration in future amendments to the GDPO.  In particular we 
wish to draw attention to the potential risk associated with uncontrolled development on allotments in 
unsuitalble locations.

Unsuitable locations and thus the structures enabled through permitted development rights could 
include:

 Visually sensitive locations where the number and materials of the structures could be visually 
intrusive

 Where increases in noise and vehicle movements are a material planning consideration and 
there may be detriment to adjacent uses, for example dwellings and or issues of highway safety

 Isolated from potential users in towns, villages and hamlets, thereby increasing reliance on 
private car use.  Creating community development which encouraging car use is not promoting 
a healthy lifestyle, increases greenhouse gas emissions and increases the cost of potential 
allotment users due to additional fuel costs. 

 On or adjacent to land that is ecologically sensitive
 On land that is prone to flooding 

1.5 Conclusion

Changes to the Permitted Development order in relation to allotments are welcomed.  Caution is 
offered in relation to how these changes are applied in relation to the National Park setting and the 
upholding of our statutory purposes and duty of designation.

RECOMMENDATION(S):

Members endorse the submission of the document at Enclosure 1 to the Welsh 
Government as the Authority’s response to the Permitted Development and Allotments 
consultation.


